
               First United Methodist Church 

         Open Hearts 

         Open Minds 

         Open Doors                                 

                                                                                                                                                        June  2020 

2622 11th Ave          Sidney, NE  69162 

Church Phone             308-254-4505                                                            

E-mail:     sidneyfirstumc@gmail.com 

Website:               sidneyfirstumc.org 

Facebook                  SidneyFirstUMC 

Secretary:                 Karen Larson 

  308-249-2066 

 

Office Hours    Mon-Thurs  8am- 1pm 

         Fri  9 am - Noon 

 

Pastor:              Rev Corey C. Jenkins 

Mobile Phone:       308-249-3709        

E-mail:                 crstrnr@gmail.com 

 

 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S.POSTAGE 

PAID 

SIDNEY, NE 

Permit No. 80 
Address Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

Ministry of  

First United Methodist Church 

Ms. Kandi 

Facebook.com/gracegardenspreschool 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship Time 

                           9:30am  - Sanctuary  
 

                                Sunday School      

          8:30 am—Adult Sunday School—Room #202 

                                    Will Resume  - TBA      

 

Weekly Bible Studies: 
 

Tuesday  

6:30am  - Son-Rise Group by Fireplace 

Stay tuned for start up date. 
 

Wednesday  

7 am - Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study - 

 Grandma Jo’s  
 

 

     Our Mission: 

Make disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the transformation of the world.  

(Matthew 28:1-20) 

  

Our Vision: 

To know God, to love God,  

and to serve God and our neighbor.   

(Luke 10:27) 
                                    

 
Acts 2 says this: “On the day of Pentecost, the believers were meeting together in one 

place.  Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the 
skies above them, and it filled the house where they were meeting.  Then, what looked like 
flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them.  And everyone present was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them 
this ability.  Godly Jews from many nations were living in Jerusalem at that time.  When they 
heard this sound, they came running to see what it was all about, and they were bewildered to 
hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.  They were beside themselves with 
wonder. ‘How can this be?’ they exclaimed. ‘These people are all from Galilee, and yet we hear 
them speaking the languages of the lands where we were born!’  They stood there amazed and 
perplexed.  ‘What can this mean?’ they asked each other.  But others in the crowd were    
mocking. ‘They're drunk, that's all!’ they said.  

Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, 
“Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem!  Make no mistake about 
this.  Some of you are saying these people are drunk.  It isn't true!  It's much too early for 
that.  People don't get drunk by nine o'clock in the morning.  No, what you see this morning was 
predicted centuries ago by the prophet Joel…” 

Despite the presence of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were seriously misunderstood 
that morning. They were perceived, because of their exuberant behavior, their emotional out-
burst and their speaking in a language not their own, as being loaded…sauced…drunk.  How rare 
it is to experience real communication – the kind of communication where every word is clearly 
and completely understood. 

Years ago a conscientious homeowner wrote to a manufacturer of cast iron pipes, telling 
them that he had found that by pouring pure hydrochloric acid down his drain, he immediately 
opened his grease clogged pipes. He asked if there was any way in which the acid might be 
harmful to the pipes. 

The plumbing manufacturer wrote him back. “Thank you for your letter. The effect of 
such acid upon ferrous-constructed materials is certain to be deleterious. We therefore 
strongly urge you to cease such activity in the interest of the future of your plumbing.” 

He read their letter and responded, thanking them for their letter, telling them that he 
was relieved that he was doing the right thing in using the acid on the pipes. 

Another letter from the manufacturer said: “We fear that there may have been some 
miscommunication in our correspondence. Acid, of that density, applied to cast iron pipe, is  
certain to have dubious results. Therefore, please desist from your current practices.” 

The homeowner read the letter, then wrote back, thanking the company for its           
response, telling them once again that he was delighted that he was doing nothing which might 
harm the pipes. 

Finally, an exasperated manufacturer sent a letter: “DON'T USE ACID!  IT RUSTS THE 
H**L OUT OF THE PIPES!” 

The possibilities for misunderstanding are limitless.  Sometimes it is VERY difficult to 
understand what God wants from you in any given instance, and sometimes the message is   
crystal clear, but by and large, the capacity for misunderstanding on our part is infinite!  Some 
may ask, “Well then, Pastor, why try at all if we’re just gonna get it wrong?”  But I would ask in    
return, “Are you TRYING to get it right?”  

We are imperfect at best, but someone who is willing to open themselves to God, is 
someone whom God can use!  We may not understand what’s happening when we follow God’s will, 
but we know it is for our good, for other people’s good, and for God’s glory!  Likewise, even if 
we do understand what’s going on, convincing others of that same understanding can be an     
exercise in extreme frustration! 
            The early disciples that first Pentecost may not have understood what was going on 
with them any more than the people outside did.  I’m sure they had a better idea than the 
crowds…but at least they were willing to seek God and His will for them, and to make them-
selves available to God.  And God chose the very specific gift of many languages that day to 
bring many people into the faith.  He gave Himself to those who were willing to be used by God 
to begin building the Church – and build it they did!   
            Make yourself available to God – you don’t have to understand – you don’t need to be  
capable.  God still wants to build His Church, and you can be a part of that – if you are          
willing…  God will do the rest! 

Peace, Pastor Corey 

Sidney First United Methodist Church 



PRAYER FOCUS  -  Finance Team 

Evie Flessner, Lori Fritz, 

Scott Lawson, Jim Jones,  

Paul McMillen, Bill Michie,  

Ron Jessen, Tom Millman, 

Sachin Kshirsagar, Lorraine Lafler, 

Judy Rosenbaum 
 

Remembering in Prayer: 

Ann Chapin, 

Jolene Visser Lichty 

 

CHURCHES PRAYING 

 FOR CHURCHES - 

Sunday Morning Bible App 

Link for YouVersion Bible App: 
http://bible.com/events/674600 

 
On Your Phone: 

Open YouVersion Bible App 
Bottom, right corner, click “more” 

Click “events” 
Click “Search for Events” 
Type “Sidney 1st” - search 

At the top should be 
“Sidney 1st UMC” with Sundays date 
Click slide it will take you to the event 

 
Church Wifi Password 

SidneyNE 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your 

heartfelt prayers and sup-

port for our family during 

this difficult time.  I’m so 

grateful for your phone calls 

to check in with me, sympa-

thy cards and     prayers.  

Please continue to pray for 

us as we heal and move for-

ward.  Thank you all for your 

sympathy during our time of 

loss. 

I thank all my church family for the 

cards and flowers while I was in      

extended care for therapy.  I was   

confined to my room so when they 

brought the mail, that was the      

highlight of my day.  Also all the 

phone calls.  Thank all of you who 

brought food after I returned 

home.    I am so blessed to have 

such a         wonderful church fami-

ly and friends. 

SOUND 

June 7    Loren Hoekema 

June 14   Brian Slagle 

June 21   Allen Aurich 

June 28   Bill Napier 

 

MUSIC 

June 7    Nan McMillen 

June 14   Marva Schiessler 

June 21   Valerie Hoekema 

June 28   Carolyn Hays 

 

USHERS 

June 7    JS Elwell, Kevin Sittner,  

              Ron Jessen, Brian Sprenger 

June 14   James Harmon, Seth Wecker,  

              Allen Aurich, Gene Russel, Greg Sprenger 

June 21   Loren Hoekema, Kord McMillen,  

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

WE CAN NOW HAVE 50%  

OF OUR SEATING CAPACITY 

WHICH MEANS WE CAN ALLOW 150. 

 

PLEASE COME TO 9:30 AM WORSHIP 

WE HAVE MISSED SEEING YOU! 

 

DONATE BLOOD IN SIDNEY 

First United Methodist Church 
7:30 am—12:30 pm 

www.volunteersignup.org/WCRFX 

Next Opportunity - June 19 

Sign up to be a Lector, Greeter or 

To do Kidz Time on Sunday     

mornings.   Sheet may be 

found on the table in the                  

Fellowship Area. 

“That’s Against the Rules” 

I find myself saying this to my pets on many occasions.  They still break the rules, or push the envelope.  Like pets, 

we all have  broken the rules sometime or other; and maybe still do.  Don’t be thinking you haven’t… what about 

going over the posted speed limit when traveling?  That’s against the rules, I for one was really glad when Trooper 

J.B. finally retired.  Then there’s the “coming to a complete stop” rule.  What about working on your income tax 

return?  Is it completely true and accurate?  Did    anyone cheat on a geometry/biology/history/__(you name it)___ 

test in high school, or sneaking in the back door after curfew?  There’s also that cookie from the cookie jar esca-

pade.  Hopefully we have all grown more adult and put away rule breaking. 

 

Then there’s God’s moral rules.  You can begin renewing your memory at Exodus 20.  The laws of God are never 

about control and always about care and love. His laws are set in place for our highest good.   

 

One of the moral laws that is being repeatedly dishonored is in the lack of respect shown to everyone and every-

thing.  When watching television shows and advertisements, notice how many times men are denigrated by wom-

en, and vice-versa.  How many times children are arguing and showing lack of respect to their parents?  What 

about all the jokes concerning the Polish, lawyers, blondes, and in Canada it’s the “Newfies”.  What are we teaching 

the next generation? 

 

 And speaking of blondes, I have always laughed at those stories because they are funny.  However, they are not 

true.  Apparently people must think they’re true as I’m tired of being treated as a stupid-sub-human because #1, 

I’m blonde, #2, I’m a woman, and lastly #3, I’m old.   Three strikes right off the bat.   

 

What about all those who live on the wrong side of the tracks, wear second-hand clothes, have rainbow colored 

hair, a scraggly beard, etc.?  Are they really horrible people?  We all need to stop and reassess what we are saying 

and thinking.  We should also be courteously correcting those who may not know or realize that what they are 

saying may not be accurate or fair. 

 

  Jesus told us in Matt 22:39  “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 1st Peter 3:8 says,  “… Sympathize with each other.  Love each other as brothers and sisters.  Be tenderhearted…” 
 

The greatest commandment is found in Matt. 22:27-40 where Jesus paraphrases the Torah: "Thou shalt love the 

Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind," and the second; "Thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself."                 See also John 13:34 

 

Romans 13:1-2 says: "Obey the government, for God is the One who has put it there. There is no government any-

where that God has not placed in power. So those who refuse to obey the law of the land are refusing to obey 

God, and punishment will follow."  It’s ok to feel strongly about different political and social issues, but as Chris-


